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MERCIFUL LIKE T

Mar Jacob Angadiath

The Second Book of Kings Chapter five speaks of the cure of Naaman the Syrian from his leprosy by the prophet
Elisha. It is a beautiful story to reflect and understand how God deals with His people. When Naaman came to the
prophet’s house, the prophet sent him the message: “Go and wash seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will
heal and you will be clean”. But Naaman went away angry because he thought the prophet would come out and
pray over him and bring healing on him. He was not willing to plunge into river Jordan. But his servants reasoned
with him and finally he went down and plunged into the Jordan seven times at the word of the man of God and he
was cured and became clean. God asks only simple things to be done. When we surrender ourselves to the plan
of God, miracles will happen in our lives.

During this Great Jubilee Year of Mercy, what we are asked to do in our daily life is nothing extraordinary, but
most simple things. These are daily events of our life. ‘Have concern for others’ — is the simple message. In other
words, we are reminded of the Golden Rule: “Do to others whatever you would have them to do to you’. This is the
Law and Prophet” (Mt 7:12). This is how we become children of God the Father. Then we will be translating the
message of Jesus’ saying: “Be merciful like the Father”.

All of us are familiar with the works of mercy: corporal and spiritual. The fourteen works are the criteria for the
external Judgement. “Amen, | say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me”
(Mt 25:40). Works of Mercy are actions in love of God and in love of our neighbors. These are acts of charity. They
reveal God’s compassion and mercy to those who are in need.

The material and physical needs of the people are met through the corporal works of mercy: feed the hungry;
give drink to the thirsty; clothe the naked; shelter the homeless; visit the sick; visit the imprisoned; bury the dead.
The emotional and spiritual needs of the people are met through the spiritual works of mercy: counsel the doubtful;
instruct the ignorant; admonish sinners; comfort the afflicted; forgive offenses; bear wrongs patiently; pray for the
living and the dead. These fourteen acts of mercy will make our life fruitful.

Family is the place where we learn how to practice these corporal and spiritual works of mercy. Husband and
wife, parents and children, brothers and sisters, grandparents, in-laws- all are in the family; this is the circle of our
contacts in the early years of our life. The day one onwards we experience the love of our parents. We see the joy in
their face. The great mystery of God’s love is gradually revealed to us through the love our family members. Family
is the primary school of learning all basic virtues and qualities of our life. During this Year of Mercy, we have been
observing Lent and now we are getting into the Holy Week.

The great mysteries of our Salvation, Suffering, Death and Resurrection of Our Lord are remembered and
re-enacted so that we will be renewed at heart to become a ‘new creation’. Let us radiate the joy of the feast of
Resurrection as we greet each other after Easter. Let us sing the hymn of Halleluiah, glorious hymn of Resurrection.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! Halleluiah.
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“When march season is comes in like a lion, it goes out like a
lamb”
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